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from what frightened her yet lured her on___I had dreamed of a

long pilgrimage of kisses along which, making scarce noticeable
progress, we should have passed from the regions of temperate
warmth to those of enervating heat. But the young buck was
too headstrong. Why did I not surrender to his fumbling
urgency! In my raped and ravished body I might have found
peace beyond imagining, something, perhaps, even better than
peace. . .. Maybe, where human beings are concerned, there is
no severing gulf that kisses will not bridge.. . . But kisses of
what sort?' Remembering the rictus of his grin, she gave vent
to an "Ugh!'* of disgust. A whole gallery of pictures forced
themselves into her mind. She saw Larousselle turning from her
with a muttered growl, his face suffused: "What is it you
want?. . . You're just a lump of wood, not flesh and blood
at all!"

What, if it came to that, did she want? She wandered about
the deserted room, sat for a while by the window, looking out,
elbow on sil^and head on hand, dreamed of some mysterious,
unvisited land of silence where she might have felt her love, yet
not demand of it speech or sound, though the beloved would
have heard it, would have understood the nature of her desire
even before desire was born. The touch of hands and lips implies
between two persons a physical separation. But so deeply inter-
fused would they have been one with the other, that no grip
and clasp of limbs would have been necessary, that brief en-
counter so quickly loosed again by shame. Shame? She seemed
to hear the laugh of Gaby Dubois, the light o* love, the words
that once she had spoken: "Speak for yourself, my dear . . .
ihafs the only consolation I've got in the bloody awful life I
lead.. . ." Whence came this feeling of disgust? Did it really
mean anything at all? Was it something positive and personal?
A thousand formless thoughts woke in her mind and disappeared
again, as, in the empty sky above her head, the shooting stars
and falling, burned-out meteors.